
    

     

A B O U T  U S I M P A C T  &  V A L U E S P R O D U C T S T E C H N I Q U E S B L O G

ARTISAN TECHNIQUES

IKAT

To make ikat, artisans use bindings, such as knots or

rubber ties, to protect portions of the fabric during

the dyeing process, which creates a desired

pattern on the yarn before it's woven into fabric.

Each of our artisan groups differs in their approach

to ikat because techniques can vary by country or

region. But the end result is still the same: a stylish

and unique textile that can be used in myriad

ways. 

HANDLOOM

By definition, handloom fabric is created using a

hand-powered loom rather than one run on a

machine. Handloom artisans lead this meticulous

process, which involves weaving the yarn together

to create solid, striped, or patterned textiles. The

handloom technique has deep roots in many

cultures around the globe, often representing a

heritage through colors, techniques, and

symbolism. 

BROCADE

Translating to “embossed cloth,” brocade is a

textured, decorative fabric created by artisans in

our India, Guatemala, and Cambodia cooperatives.

 A supplementary weft is added to the weave,

often using colored silks and metallic threads,

creating an intricate, raised pattern that may look

similar to embroidery.

 

NATURAL FIBRES

One of the oldest means of producing textiles,

natural fibres use non-synthetic, threadlike fibers

from plants or animal hair to create fabrics like

cotton, hemp, jute, cashmere, and many others.

The fibers are twisted or spun together to create a

yarn, then the yarns are woven or knit together for a

soft, strong material used in everything from

clothing to rugs. Our natural fiber materials are

created by artisans in Bangladesh, India, and

Swaziland. 

KENTE

Native to South Ghana, Kente cloth is a type of

cotton and silk recognized by its use of bright,

multiple colors and geometric shapes. Narrow cloth

strips are interwoven by hand on a wooden loom,

typically creating diamond, zigzag, and rectangular

shapes in contrasting colors. The colors used in

Kente cloth have historically been symbolic to

African culture, from gold silks used for royalty to

black textiles representing maturation and

adulthood. 

TIE-DYE

Tie dying is not unlike its name—the highly skilled

process involves dyeing a fabric after it has been

tied tightly at several points. Depending on how

and where the ties are placed, the resulting

patterns can vary from dots to stripes to elaborate

patterns. In India, the process is known as

bandhani, and the color and styles of tie dye

textiles can vary based on the region it is created

in. 

 

BATIK

Most well known as an Indonesian technique, batik

fabric is carefully hand-printed by using wax to

resist color during the dyeing process. Artisans

draw a pattern onto a cloth, then apply wax to the

pattern using a pen-like canting, stamp, or brush.

After dyeing, the wax is removed by boiling or

scraping, resulting in a pattern between the areas

of cloth that were covered in wax and the areas

that were dyed. Repeating this process creates

vibrant textiles with multiple colorways—some

designs can even take up to a year to achieve.

HAND-PAINTED FABRIC

Our skilled artisans in Zambia create hand-painted

fabric by painting shapes, patterns, and designs

onto various textiles. Designs may be spontaneous

or planned, but each step in the meticulous process

is equally important, from the mixing of the paint to

achieve the just-right color, to using the right brush

stroke. Fabric is then “baked” to cure it for use in

clothing, home textiles, and more. Since each piece

is made by hand rather than machine, each is its

own unique work of art.

SHIBORI

Even though this ancient technique originated in

Japan, Shibori is practiced all over the world, taking

tie-dye to the next level. Cloth can be bound,

stitched, folded, twisted, or compressed before

being dyed to create blurry-edged patterns and

shapes. There are a number of Shibori techniques,

including Arashi Shibori (pole wrapping), Kumo

Shibori (pleated and bound), and Itajime Shibori

(shape resistant), to name a few.

 

BLOCK PRINT

Created using a hand-carved wooden

stamp, block-printed fabric is a traditonal textile

that's valued across all Indian and Southeast Asian

cultures. Depending on the amount of pressure

that's applied to the stamp, each piece of fabric

showcases varying levels of color depth and dye

absorption—taking on the style of the artisan who

created it. This unique and time-intenstive process

means no two pieces of fabric are the same.
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